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                                        european council for the village and small town

                         ECOVAST UK (in association with Civilscape and Europa Nostra UK)

Field Trip to Cumbria and South-West Scotland, 2-5 OCTOBER 2008
Landscape Management as Practised by the National Trusts
This field trip is prompted by the recent creation of Civilscape, the European grouping of non-government organisations (NGOs) committed to promoting the active use of the European Landscape Convention.   ECOVAST, which supported the writing of the Convention in the 1990s, is a founder member of Civilscape.  The National Trust, and its sister organisation the National Trust for Scotland, are among the most powerful NGOs in Europe, in terms of their land ownership and membership.   They are pioneers in addressing the challenge of managing landscapes in face of climate change, pressures on farmers, and concerns for sustainability.   We are privileged to meet their land managers, in the company of people from our sister organisations Civilscape and Europa Nostra.  
THURSDAY 2 OCTOBER

Assemble in locality to be visited in Cumbria for an evening meal in local pub. (Final details to be advised).

FRIDAY 3 OCTOBER

Visit to sites in Cumbria, exploring with the National Trust how they are dealing with the non-viability of some tenanted hill farms, visiting one of their farms.  In Ennerdale - a tranquil area of fells, farms and woodland, punctuated by lakes – we will see the Trust’s “re-wilding” project, which aims to enrich wildlife habitats and to increase carbon capture.  We will consider the historic impact on the Cumbrian landscape of industry such as iron ore mining, visiting Duddon blast furnace, near Broughton in Furness, one of the most impressive charcoal-fired blast furnaces in Britain, dating from the 18th century.  Drive to Dumfries and Galloway, in the Scottish borders, for evening meal and overnight.

SATURDAY 4 OCTOBER

Under the guidance of staff from the National Trust for Scotland, we will make visits to contrasting landscape features – Threave, a 64-acre ornamental garden (including a walled garden and vegetables) with interest throughout the year from a large and varied plant collection and landscape features, and the Trust’s training centre in garden maintenance;   and Rockcliffe, a beautiful stretch of coastline with rocky outcrops bordered by woodland and wildflower meadows. Following the theme of the mark which industry has made on the landscape, we will make a visit to Wanlockhead beam engine, in the Lowther Hills, once a lead mining centre. Overnight in borders area.  

SUNDAY 5 OCTOBER  -  Visit Carlisle – historic border city.     Lunch and disperse.

The fee to attend the event will be modest –   just to cover ECOVAST’s expenses. The amount will depend on whether we have sufficient cars for everyone to have a seat; if not we will hire a minibus. If we can manage with car sharing (with passengers contributing to drivers’ petrol costs), the fee is unlikely to exceed £35 (for entry fees and donations to the National Trusts). If a minibus is needed, we will need to charge more for those using this, but would still expect the total for them not to exceed £75. We will provide a list of overnight accommodation in the two locations (Cumbria Thursday night; Scottish borders, Friday and Saturday nights) to enable participants to select what suits their budget. Meals will also be paid for by participants. 

Those arriving by public transport should advise of this below, so that rendezvous arrangements can be made. 

ECOVAST UK (in association with Civilscape and Europa Nostra UK)

Field Trip to Cumbria and South-West Scotland, 2-5 OCTOBER 2008
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

NAME(S)……………………………………………………………………………………..

ORGANISATION (if relevant) ………………………………………………………….

ADDRESS ……………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

Tel. number ………………………………………………………………………………

E mail …………………………………………………………………………………….

I/we would like to attend this event; please send accommodation information and other further details when available.

I/we will / will not be coming by car (please delete as applicable)

If coming by car, please indicate how many passengers you could take on the tour.

If coming by public transport, please advise, so that plans can be made for rendezvous. 

Please return this form, by e-mail (preferred) or by post, before 10 September 2008, to 

Pam Moore, ECOVAST Secretary General, 59 Bodycoats Road, Chandlers Ford, Hampshire SO53 2HA, England.   e-mail   pam.moore59@ntlworld.com
(Tel.number 02380 275153) 

